i860]              "THE HEIGHT THAT is HIGHER."               32,
In the poem "By an Evolutionist," written in 1880 when he was dangerously ill, he defined his position; he conceived that the further science progressed, the more the Unity of Nature, and the purpose hidden behind the cosmic process of matter in motion and changing forms of life, would be apparent. Someone asked him whether it was not hard to account for genius by Evolution. He put aside the question, for he believed that genius was the greatest mystery to itselfi.
To Tyndall he once said, " No evolutionist is able to explain the mind of Man or how any possible physiological change of tissue can produce conscious thought V Yet he was inclined to think that the theory of Evolution caused the world to regard more clearly the " Life of Nature as a lower stage in the manifestation of a principle which is more fully manifested in the spiritual life of man, with the idea that in this process of Evolution the lower is to be regarded as a means to the higher8."
1 " People,1' he once said, " do not consider that every human being is a vanful of human beings, of those who have gone before him, and of those who form part of his life."
2 Cf. TyndalPs Scientific Materialism : " But the passage from the physics of the brain to the corresponding facts  of consciousness  is unthinkable, granted that a definite  thought and a definite   molecular   action in the brain occur simultaneously;  we do  not possess the intellectual organ, nor apparently any rudiment of the organ, which would enable us to pass, by a process of reasoning, from the one to the other.    They appear together, but we do not know why."
8 In a letter from the present Master of Balliol to me. And in "In Memoriam" he had written thus :
They say, The solid earth whereon we tread
In tracts of fluent heat began,
And grew to seeming-random forms,
The seeming prey of cyclic storms, Till at the last arose the man;
Who throve and branched from clime to clime The herald of a higher race,